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One of the most brilliant branches of Bengali literature is the short story. Bengali
short stories, akin to Bengali poetry, serve as a rich wellspring of creativity. Since
its inception, Bengali short stories have been imbued with a life-oriented pace.
Marginal involvement stands as an inevitable theme within these narratives.
While various forms and identities of lower-class life find natural expression in
ancient and medieval literature, modern writers consciously delve into the
consciousness of the lower class. The Bengali equivalent of the English term
‘subaltern’ is ‘lower class’, a term first used by Indian historian Ranjit Guha to
refer to a class inferior in power, authority, and socio-economic status, subjected
to rule and exploitation. Despite changes in rulers throughout Bengal's feudal and
power-driven society from the Mauryas and Palas to the Mughals and English, the
lower class, known as Antyajan, has perennially suffered poverty and deprivation
of rights. Bangladeshi short story writers meticulously portray the lives and
lifestyles of both the haves and the have-nots. Harishankar Jaladas (May 3, 1953),
known as Jalputra in Bangladeshi fiction, places utmost importance on lower-
class individuals in his diverse subjects and characterizations. Particularly,
Jaladas highlights the life struggles of the Dhibar society in his works. His
characters are devoid of fantasy, preferring the simplicity of lower-class life. A life
he has known intimately since childhood. Jaladas’ childhood and adolescence, and
indeed most of his life, were spent among lower-class individuals. Through his
meticulous depiction of the multi-colored reality of lower-class life, he achieves
artistic excellence. This essay aims to unveil the nuances of lower-class lifestyles
reflected in Harishankar Jaladas’ stories and assess the author’s skill in portraying
these lives.
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In the present context marginality is
understood in terms of a cultural conflict
experienced by people living into different
culture milieus. The two cultures in
question are usally arranged in hierarchy.
One of the carries power and prestige and is
usally referred to us the dominant culture.
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The other is evaluated as being inferior to
the first (Johnston, 1965, p. 47).
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AL ST O BTy ZCAT, “To make
the subaltern the sovereign subject of history, to
listen to their voices, to take their experience and
thought” (Chakrabarty, 2000, p. 102).
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